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was entered at Stationers' Hall on sgth January 1593 and
submitted to Lord Burghley for approval the following
March. The first four books were pub. in that or the following
year; Izaak Walton in his Life gives the date as 1594. This
instalment bore the title Of the Lawes of Ecclesiasticall Politic,
Eyght bookes> printed by John Windet. Book V was pub.
Windet in 1597, but at the time of Hooker's premature death
in 1600, three books were still unpublished. Books VI and
VIII were pub. in 1648; book VII appeared for the first time
in the ed. of Hooker's works pub. John Gauden in 1662. The
authenticity of these three books was questioned by Izaak
Walton in 1665, and has been a matter of controversy since
then. As early as 1604 it was stated that the MSS. of these
three books were destroyed by Hooker's wife's relatives,
and it may be that our versions were put together from
rough drafts. Book VI is considered the most doubtful.
There have been more than thirty-five edd. of the Ecclesi-
astical Polity, besides edd. of the separate books. Following the
orig. ed., books I-IV were again pub. in 1594, and books
I-V in 1611. In 1617-8 another ed. appeared which in-
cluded also the sermons which had been separately pub. in
16.12-4. The work was then rptd. at frequent intervals. In
1648, books VI and VIII appeared for the first time. Book
VII made its first appearance in the ed. of the Works pre-
pared by Bishop John Gauden in 1662. Gauden's ed. included
a Life of Hooker by Gauden himself, but in later edd. this life
was replaced by that by Izaak Walton, which was originally
written and pub. in 1665 as a corrective to that of Gauden.
In this rev. state Gauden's ed. was rptd. in 1666 and at
frequent intervals. An ed. of 1705 contained additions to
this Life by John Strype. In 1830 a controversial ed.
by Benjamin Hanbury appeared, and this may have
caused John Keble to prepare what in its latest form has
become the standard ed. It was first pub. in 1836; a third
ed. by R. W. Church and F. Paget was pub. in 1888.
The following Tare the chief edd. of separate parts of the
Ecclesiastical Polity. The preface pub. in 1817 and in 1922;
Book I ed. R. W. Church, (O.U.P.) 1876; Book V ed.
R. Boyne., 1902; Book VIII ed. R. A. Hock, 1931. An ed.
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